Livingston County Special Services Unit
Eligibility Guidelines for the Determination of a
Speech and Language Impairment

Name:  _______________________________________________Date:  __________________

FEDERAL DEFINITION

A communication disorder, such as stuttering, impaired articulation, a language impairment, or a voice impairment, that adversely affects a child’s educational performance. 

The student would be considered eligible for services under the category of Speech and Language Impairment if the evaluation meets the following criteria: 

CRITERIA

· The student’s current speech and/or language performance levels have an adverse impact on overall education progress AND general education modifications/interventions to the environment and curriculum have not been successful in addressing the deficits. 
           (MUST BE PRESENT)

· A history of academic difficulty related to literacy skills, (e.g., phonemic abilities, invented spelling, reading comprehension). 

· Voice, fluency, speech sounds, or language skills are not commensurate with peers and have a negative impact on educational performance. 

· Low performance on measures of language which are related to curricular performance. 

· Difficulty in following classroom instructions 

· Difficulty in understanding concepts generally understood by peers. 

· Difficulties in non-verbal communication, such as:  difficulty understanding body language or facial expression cues. 

· Concerns with auditory attention. 

· Communication difficulties have an adverse effect on student’s participation and progress in age-appropriate academic or social activities. 

· Effective intervention/remediation requires resources beyond those available in general education. 

· FOR CHILDREN UNDER KINDERGARTEN AGE:  The results of a play-based assessment indicate delays in age-appropriate speech and/or language skills.  

DECISION PROCESS
1.  Has the criteria been substantiated by convergent data? 


Yes 
No 

2.  Has the criteria been measured against identified standards 

      
     and/or benchmarks? 






Yes 
No 

3.  Has the information been gathered from multiple sources? 

Yes 
No

4.  Does a majority of the criteria support eligibility? 


Yes 
No 

ALL FOUR QUESTIONS MUST BE ANSWERED YES TO

SUPPORT THE TEAM’S ELIGIBILITY DECISION
Decision:  The student meets the criteria under the disability category of Speech/Language Impairment.
YES        NO
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